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yearsl from the day of the return of the Writs for choosing
the House (subject to be sooner dissolved by the Governor-
General) and no longer.
51. On the completion of the census in the year one Decennial
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, and of each sub- mentof"
sequent decennial census, the representation of the
Provinces shall be readjusted by such authority in such
manner, and from such time as the Parliament of Canada
from time to time provides, subject and according to the
following rules:—
 (1)	Quebec shall have the fixed number of sixty-five
members:
 (2)	There shall be assigned to each of the other Provinces
such a number of Members as will bear the same
proportion to the number of its population (ascertained
at such census) as the number sixty-five bears to the
number of the population of Quebec (so ascertained);
 (3)	In the computation of the number of Members for
a Province, a fractional part not exceeding one-half of
the whole number requisite for entitling the Province
to a Member shall be disregarded; bub a fractional
part exceeding one-half of that number shall be equi-
valent to the whole number:
 (4)	On any such readjustment the number of Members
for a Province shall not be reduced unless the pro-
portion which the number of the population of the
Province bore to the number of the aggregate popula-
tion of Canada2 at the then last preceding readjustment
of the number of Members for the Province is ascer-
1 The term of five years was chosen after the example of New Zealand.
John A. Macdonald would have preferred to follow the British precedent.
s These words mean the whole population of Canada, including that of
Provinces which have been admitted to the Confederation since the
passing of the British North America Act. The number of sit members.
given to Prince Edward Island was not a fixed minimum; but was liable
to readjustment either way under the provisions of the subsection. See
Attorney-General for New Brunswick <xn& Attorney-General for Prince Jtewtf
Idand v. Attorney-General for Dominion of Cwutda, [1905] A-C, 87. See also
Sec. 2 of 5^6 0.Y, ch. 45.

